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Stanley's Belgian activities ; most important of all, the attention
of Germany was aroused. Bismarck had discouraged the
rising interest in colonial expansion, lest the position he was
.winning for Germany in Europe should be jeopardised by
doubtful enterprises which must bring her into conflict with
other Powers. But in 1882 a German Colonial Society was
founded after a visit of Stanley to Berlin, and in the following
year a commercial adventurer named Liideritz set up a trading-
centre at Angra Pequena on the south-western coast. Then in
1884 Nachtigal made agreements with native chieftains on the
Guinea Coast which ended in the German Government having
to step in and take possession of the territories later known as
Togoland and the Kameruns. Aroused by this, the Gladstone
Ministry declared a protectorate over Nigeria, where British
commercial interests had been strong for half a century. A
little later Dr. Karl Peters, President of the Colonial Society,
landed on the mainland behind Zanzibar with a trunk-load of
German flags and blank treaty-forms, and got possession of a
considerable tract of country by agreements with the natives;
whereupon a group of British merchants organised a British
East Africa Company, which carried out a similar process in
what is now Kenya.
Thus Bismarck found that if he held aloof much longer the
very effects he most dreaded would come about—Germany
would be entangled in disputes with other Powers over colonial
claims. He therefore invited them to join in a conference held
at Berlin in 1884. After three months of strenuous labours
this conference laid down half a dozen rules for the new game
of colony-grabbing. Each Power was allotted particular
" spheres of interest" in Africa, within which it was to have
prior claim; each was to notify the others when it assumed a
" protectorate "; and no occupation was to be valid unless
it was " effective "—this last point being to thwart such claims
as that of Portugal to vast territory stretching from ocean to
ocean on the strength of moribund settlements on the two
coasts.

